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In the past three decades the Ranch! school has been
honoured by visits from many eminent men and women
of East and West. SwamI Pranabananda,* the Banaras
"saint with two bodies," came to Ranch! for a few days
in 1918. As the great master viewed the picturesque
classes under the trees, and saw in the evening that young
boys were sitting motionless for hours in yoga meditation,
he was profoundly moved.
"Joy comes to my heart," he said, "to see that Lahiri
Mahasaya's ideals for the proper training of youth are
being carried on in this institution. My guru's blessings
be on it".
A young lad sitting by my side ventured to ask the
great yogi a question.
"Sir," he said, "shall I be a monk? Is my life only for
God?"
Though Swami Pranabananda smiled gently, his eyes
were piercing the future,
"Child," he replied, "when you grow up, there is a
beautiful bride waiting for you". (The boy did eventually
marry, after having planned for years to enter the Swami
Order.)
Some time after Swami Pranabananda had visited
Ranchi, I accompanied my father to the house in Calcutta
in which the yogi was temporarily staying. Pranaba-
nanda's prediction, made to me so many "years before,
came rushing to my mind: "I shall see you, with your
father, later on."
As Father entered the swami's room, the great yogi rose
from his seat and embraced my parent with loving respect.
"Bhagabati," Pranabananda said, "what are you doing
about yourself? Don't you see your son racing to the
Infinite?" I blushed to hear his praise before my father.
The swami went on, "You recall how often our blessed
guru used to say: 'Banat, banat, ban jai.** So keep up
Kriya Yoga ceaselessly/ and reach the divine portals
quickly."
* One of Lahiri Mahasaya's favourite remarks, with which he
would encourage his students to persevere in meditation. It is
literally: "Making, making, some day made." One may freely!
translate the thought as: ''Striving, striving, one day behoid! the
Divine Goal."